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Check out our newly designed website at chizrider.com. 
New pictures, updated info, full tour schedule and much more. 

                 Become a fan of Chiz’s on Facebook.
 

TRUMPET CALL



Family Matters

 

I can hardly believe that it is June and summer is finally here!  I know some parents dread 
having their kids home all summer, but I feel the exact opposite - I love to have my kids with 
me.  Of course, like any household, there are days that they can wear me down with their 
whining and fighting, but all in all, I feel that God has blessed us with some pretty great kids.

Kaitlin (13) is looking forward to seeing her friends on a non-school basis and having slumber 
parties over the summer.  She is also looking forward to playing with her guinea pig (Bella) and 
our cat (Sneaks).  Kait loves to bake, so if we are lucky, she’ll try making some new desserts 
for us to sample. 

Chase just celebrated his 11th birthday.  He put on a great ‘in home’ concert for everyone that 
came to the party.  He got some really neat lights as gifts, so I’m guessing we’ll be having some 
outdoor summer concerts in the driveway. (I hope the neighbors don’t mind!) Chase is also 
planning to travel with his dad and running lights for Chiz’s shows. 

Ryan (8) just recently told us that he doesn’t want to go to college when he grows up.  He said 
that he is going to take George Lucas’s place in making Star Wars movies and that he wants to 
live with us forever. (The best part is that he would pay us rent in donuts.  Hey, it could work.  
Ha ha.)

Brooke (3) has turned into a little book worm.  It used to worry me when she would disappear 
because I would usually find her coloring on the walls, or painting her face with make up, or 
spreading dirt from my flower pots all over the family room.  Now, when she goes missing, I 
find her in her room with a pile of books reading to Snoopy. 

Our family just recently took a trip to Gettysburg, PA to introduce the kids to a little Civil War 
history.  Our favorite spot to visit was Devil’s Den.  I don’t think the kids quite grasped what 
had happened there many years before, but they sure did love climbing on the huge rocks and 
looking down off of the towers. 

We also had the chance to visit the Baltimore Aquarium in Maryland. Our son Chase has been 
interested in sharks for as long as I can remember, so you can imagine how excited he was 
to see them swimming just inches in front of his eyes.  The rest of the kids seemed pretty 
enamored by the huge stingray gliding through the water.  We all had a great time and hope we 
get to do some more fun day trips through the summer.

That’s the latest on the Rider gang.  Thanks for checking in and for keeping us in your prayers.  
I hope you enjoy your summer!  

Until I write again,

~Kelli



Ministry Updates

Summer is here and that means the kids will be home all day and my outdoor concerts will 
begin. I love the kids being home and being able to do everything together as a family, but I 
don’t like the outdoor concerts as much. Most churches that participate in the outdoor concerts 
see them as outreaches to the community. I agree that they can be an outreach, but most of 
the people that come to outdoor concerts are looking around and not paying much attention to 
what’s happening on the stage like they would if it was indoors. It makes it very hard to give an 
invitation when people just aren’t paying attention. 

Our schedule is always much lighter in the summer. We have a lot of concerts, but not very 
many tours until September. Most churches have lower attendance in the summer and trying to 
get them to book mid-week concerts is very hard to do. Since our ministry is mostly a church-
based ministry, it gives us a break from the tours and just puts us out for long weekends. That’s 
fine by me because it allows more family time and will give us a chance to finish booking our 
2011 schedule.

Our spring tours were awesome and God really blessed them in many ways. We ran into two or 
three little glitches that were not planned, but for the most part, everything ran pretty smooth. 

Currently, we have 3 big prayer requests:

-Our first request is that God will continue to bless us with booking shows, and with finances.  

-The second request is that we will be able to sell the bus very soon.  

-The third request is that Christian Arnold (our road guy who has been with us for the last year 
and a half) will be moving in the next few months. Please join us in praying that God will provide 
another Godly man to travel with me. This is such a huge part of our ministry and we need this 
position to be filled with the just right guy. Thanks for your prayers!

Ministry Needs

We were blessed from our last newsletter in March to have received a donation for a new video 
switcher that we needed. (We would like to say a special thank you to that family for blessing 
our ministry in so many ways.  THANK YOU!)  

We have received several office supplies from a local business, but are still in need of a few 
more items that are listed below.
 
We have found that some people would rather donate specific items to the ministry rather than 
giving money. Our office is in constant need of supplies and would appreciate any help you could 
give us in attaining these items. 

--All 4 ink replacements for a HP Color Laser Jet 2820 ($82 a piece)
--Ink replacements (#96 and 97) for a HP 6940 printer ($35)

If any of these items are something you can help us with, 
please call our office or email us for a current status of needs. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Chiz Rider Ministries



Chiz’s Corner

“Our Image”

Have you ever looked in the mirror and said to yourself “I look good today”? It’s a good hair 
day, you have a little tan, you lost a little weight and it just looks like it’s going to be a good 
day. Then…. someone takes a picture of you and shows it to you and WOW, you don’t look good 
at all. How about the way you sound?  As far as I can tell, I have a pretty cool sounding voice. 
I can sound excited, funny or turn on my low voice to lure Kelli into my arms. (Ha Ha) But any 
time I hear my voice from a recording, I think I sound like a 13 year old kid. I don’t have that 
awesome voice that I hear in my head, and I don’t have that great body I think I see in the 
mirror. I certainly wish I did, but the truth be told, the way I see myself and the way the rest of 
the world sees me is totally different. 
   
When we were out West a few months ago, I got to sit down and talk with another musician who 
is not a Christian, but is a phenomenal vocalist. His music style is an acoustic, easy listening, 
and folkish type music. He has great musical arrangements that are uplifting and have a lot of 
relevance to his audience. It’s too bad that he’s not a believer because he could do so much 
more with the talents he has. He is a great guy and he and I have run into each other many 
times on the West Coast and have built a friendship through the years. This year was a bit 
slower than usual at the festival, so he and I got into some great discussions. 
 
He was very energetic when he asked me about my trip so far and how Kelli and the kids were, 
but he lost all of his energy in his voice when he asked me about my ministry. By now, we know 
each other well enough that I called him on it.  I asked him why he changed so much when 
asking about my ministry. He was very hesitant at first, but after a bit of persuasion I got it out 
of him. He is not a fan of Christianity, not a fan at all. We talked for a long time after that and 
he told me how he sees Christians. 
 
He feels that most Christians are “sitting around waiting for something to happen that probably 
won’t happen in their lifetimes”. He also sees a lot of Christians say one thing, but do another. 
He said the ones that have approached him have been obnoxious and overbearing. He continued 
by saying that “most Christians don’t really know what the Bible really says and what it truly 
means”. 
 
Wow, if you ever want to know what people really think about you or what you believe, just ask. 
He’s right though. Everything he said is true. I have met Christians that do nothing in life but 
wait for the second coming and gossip with everyone around them of how they are better than 
everyone because they are holier. I’ve met the hypocritical Christians that say one thing and do 
another. I’ve met the Christians that believe it’s their job to pound the Gospel down everyone’s 
throat with no love at all, and I have also met the Christians that may read the Bible, but have 
no clue in the world of what it truly means. 
 
Now guess what…I am all of those things. I can’t wait for the second coming. I don’t have a 
clue in the world of when it will be, but I’m definitely waiting for it. I have been a hypocrite to 
people that I have met, to my wife, and even my kids. I have given invitations at concerts for 
people to receive Christ as their Savior and have not had love in my actions that night. I have 
read the Bible and misinterpreted the passage that I was reading. So am I the bad Christian he 
was talking about? He said “absolutely not, you’re different”. But I’m really not. 
 
The only one that was perfect and lived a perfect life was Jesus Christ. God gave us His one and 
only Son to come down to earth and live a perfect life so that He could be the perfect sacrifice 
for all the things that you and I do wrong in our lives. The other thing God gave us is His word. 
The word of God is the Bible. The Bible is our blueprint of how we should live our lives. It is the 
greatest book ever written, it is a book about LOVE. 



Chiz’s Corner

When people become a Christian, it’s not the Bible that saves them, it’s not their faith, it’s not 
their deeds or their attitudes, it’s not even how many people they led to the Lord. It is the blood 
of Jesus Christ that saves souls. Jesus said it best when he said “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life, no one comes to the Father but through me”. He also said in Matthew 22:37 “Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is the first 
and greatest commandment. And the second is “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
The greatest commandment is to “love”.  The Bible is the greatest love story ever written, and 
it’s God’s love for us that He was able to give us His one and only son, Jesus, to save us.

What is missing in our lives when we sin or when we think of ourselves and do things the wrong 
way? I think it is love. If I truly “love my neighbor as myself” I will not be sitting around waiting 
for the second coming, but will be trying to share Jesus with as many people as I can. When 
I’m sharing, I should do it with love and understanding for those I’m talking with. I should love 
enough that I don’t want to be a hypocrite but live a life that is pleasing to God and in doing so, 
I should shine His light through everything that I do. When I allow God’s love to truly control my 
life, the Holy Spirit will make the Word of God clearer than it ever has been before in my life.

My friend out West is a very smart guy. He knows a lot about God and a lot about Christian-
ity. But, he doesn’t know Christ’s love. He has seen a lot of Christians that have done things to 
him and other people that were not out of love. What would my friend say about you? Are you 
living your life the way you should?  Are you shinning God’s love in everything you do? Or are 
you doing things for your gain and doing things in life your way. No matter how good or bad of 
a Christian you are, you’re not Christ and you never will be perfect like He was.

We should all live our lives according to God’s Word, the book of Love, the Bible. We should 
always seek a closer walk with Christ than what we had the day before. Let Christ’s love fill our 
lives, our hearts, and our souls, and it will shine so bright that it will witness to those around us. 

It’s easy for all of us to think that we are good Christians. We may think that we are living the 
lives God want us to, we may be in ministry, or may be a good person; maybe we had just led 
somebody to the Lord. All of that is good, but how does everyone else see us?  It is very impor-
tant to fellowship with other believers, but if you really want an eye opener, ask a non-Christian 
what they think of Christianity, and then ask them how you fit in to what they said. I know I still 
have a lot of work to do in my life, and I bet you do too. 

Paul’s words in Colossians wrap this up well: Colossians 3:12-17 “Therefore as God’s chosen 
people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentle-
ness, and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against 
one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which 
binds them together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as mem-
bers of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the Word of Christ dwell in you 
richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns 
and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word 
or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”

Thanks for your time,

Chiz         

 



JULY
 9  People’s Choice Festival, Boalsburg, PA
 11  Clearfield Alliance Church, Clearfield, PA
 18  Wattersonville United Methodist Church, Wattersonville, PA
 22  Elderly Housing, Lehighton, PA
 23  GFWC at Toftrees Gulf Resort & Conference Center, State College, PA
 24-25  Fairbrook UMC, PA Furnace, PA (Sat. PM & Sunday AM only) 
 31  Roxbury Holiness Camp, Chambersburg, PA

AUGUST
 1  Lamar Lighthouse Camp, Lamar, PA
 7  Sacandaga Bible Conferences, Broadalbin, NY
 8  Gloversville Wesleyan Church, Gloversville, NY
 20-21  Cavalcade of Comedy, Louisville, KY
 22  St. Paul United Methodist Church, Louisville, KY
 28  Keystone Financial Event, Chambersburg, PA 

SEPTEMBER
  5  Locust Camp Ground, Lewistown, PA
 12  Bellevue Alliance, Bellevue, OH
 19  First Christian Church, Miami, OK
 15  Miltonvale Memorial Wesleyan, Miltonvale, KS 
 24  Cypress Baptist Church, Boonville, IN
 25  TTT Ministries, Evansville, IN
 26  First Christian Church, Scottsburg, IN
 29  Robinson Baptist Church, Grand Haven, MI

 

CONCERT SCHEDULE


