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Family Matters

The air is crisp and cold, the leaves are changing, and the kids are back in school, which can only 
mean one thing – summer is over.  And what a great summer we had.  Chiz was only away on 
weekends, so we got to spend some great family time together as well as visiting with several of our 
childhood friends.  In fact, I think this was my favorite summer yet.  

Our lives have now returned to having crazy schedules and lots of homework.  Chiz’s schedule has 
also picked up which is bittersweet because we all hate having to see him go. But, the bills need paid 
and more importantly, souls need saved.  

Kaitlin and Chase are both in middle school, Ryan is in 3rd grade, and Brooke started pre-school 2 
days a week.  I sure do miss having everyone home.  The house is so quiet, but I have been able to 
get some much needed quite time reading my Bible and enjoying un-interrupted prayer.  It’s been 
very refreshing.

Kaitlin (13) loves being back in school and getting to see her friends everyday.  
It’s hard for me to believe that she is almost as tall as I am and asking to borrow 
some of my shoes.  Kait has really stepped up to the plate of being responsible 
and she helps Chiz and me so much without us even asking her.  It’s almost like 
having a 3rd adult in the house. 

Chase (11) seems to be coming out of his shell this year.  For the first time in 
years, he comes home with his homework already done, and he actually likes 
school.  (If he had to choose, he would much rather be on the road with his 
dad.) Chase has also become involved in youth group and has enjoyed it along 
with meeting new friends. 

Ryan (8) is still our master Lego creator and in-home comedian.  His favorite 
summer adventure was staying at his Pap’s farm and catching frogs and 
salamanders.  He actually brought home 4 frogs and put them in our little pond.  
Ryan loved checking in on them every day and watching them catch insects at 
night.    

Brooke (4) was having a little trouble being away from us when she first started 
pre-school, but now she can’t stop talking about it.  When she is there, she 
loves painting, playing dress up, spraying the hermit crabs and most of all, she 
loves singing.  When she comes home, she takes the roll as teacher and has her 
own pre-school class with her Snoopy dogs. 

We appreciate you checking in on the Rider family.  Thank you all for your love and support and for 
keeping us in your prayers!

Until I Write Again,

~Kelli

Thank you to Noelle Roberts Photography for the use of the beautiful family photos.  NoelleRoberts.com



Ministry Update 

We were very blessed to have had such a great summer as a family. The ministry was busy, but 
we didn’t have a lot of tours.  That left a lot of time for us to be at home spending together as 
a family. Now that October has rolled around, we kicked back into high gear for concerts, tours 
and being away from home for long periods of time. 

The summer definitely spoiled me being with Kelli and the kids as much as I was, but now I 
am looking forward to some good tours ahead. Please pray for Kelli and the kids as I’m away 
that they will be safe.  Pray that Kelli will find a good balance in her daily life to maintain life as 
a mom and as the office manager. Also, please pray for me that the Lord will keep me healthy 
and give me the endurance I need to do these trips solo, for safe travel mercies as I am on the 
road, and that I can focus specifically on ministering. Also be in prayer that I will find a travel 
companion very soon. It’s not much fun to travel alone, and the extra hours and work stink too.   

As I sit here in Kansas writing this, part of me wishes I was home with my family again, but 
when I look at the stage and see my horns up there waiting the show to start, I can’t help but 
be anxious to see how God will use me tonight. This certainly is not the glamorous life some 
think it is, but it’s the life that God has blessed me with - and I love it! Thanks for your prayers 
and support! 

Ministry Needs

As the schedule has picked up for the fall and winter, so have our needs. Listed below are some 
much needed office supplies.  If you feel that you are able to help us with these needs, you can 
send a monetary donation with a note specifying the exact focus of your donation.  If you’re 
not comfortable with that, you may choose to purchase the item and send it directly to us. All 
donations are tax deductible. 

--White 8 1/2x 11 copy paper
--Ink replacements (#96 & #97) for HP 6940 printer ($35)
--Ink replacements for HP Color Laser 2820 ($82 a piece)

We are also in need of new donors for this ministry. Throughout the years, we have been 
blessed by our monthly, quarterly and one-time donors.  We have recently lost some of our 
monthly supporters due to hard economic times.  We know that God is faithful and will provide 
what we need, but we also feel that we need to make the need known. 

Through the years we have learned to save money by cutting costs where we can, but it is 
still quite costly to run this ministry. Our average monthly expenses are between $12,000 and 
$15,000 dollars. Some people think that giving just $5 dollars a month is not much of a help, 
but it is. Please prayerfully consider being apart of this ministry by helping us financially so that 
we can continue to spread the Gospel through the music and reach as many people as we can.  
Your financial support would be greatly appreciated!



Chiz’s Corner 

None of us know what heaven will truly be like, but I really hope that I get the opportunity to 
sit down with God and ask Him a few questions. They may seem like dumb questions to some 
people, but they are things that I have always wondered. For example: What is the purpose 
of opossums?  Why did You create gnats? Why can’t I remember people’s names?  And finally, 
why are yawns contagious?  I do have few “more important” things to ask God, but keeping it 
light is just my style. Seriously though, why are yawns contagious? 

Do you know what else is contagious? Moods. 

It is amazing to me how you can be having such a good day and in seconds someone with a 
bad attitude can ruin your whole day. I have two examples of that happening to me recently 
that prompted this column. The first example happened at Walmart. I was standing in the 
check out line and the gentleman in front of me was just as rude as he could be to the cashier. 
He began his check out time by throwing his items on the counter and telling the cashier to 
“Move it - I’m a busy man”. After he literally tossed his money on the counter, he told the 
cashier that she was very slow and that she shouldn’t be working during the busy hours of the 
day. 

Of course, I was next. Anyone could see that this cashier was very upset, not crying, but 
definitely tearing up. I told her I was sorry that had happened to her. She was amazed that I 
would say something like that to her.  It opened up a brief conversation with her telling me that 
she was having such a good day and now “that guy” ruined her whole day. She went on to say 
she was not slow and he had no idea what she actually has to do on a normal day.

Looking back on it now, I am amazed how that cashiers whole day changed just from a 45 
second interaction with this ignorant person. After I left Walmart, I remember wondering if the 
cashier was just a really emotional kind of person and why she would let something so small 
ruin her day?  That’s when God put me in her place for the next example I’m going to share 
with you. 

My family and I were going into Wendy’s to get lunch. As we are walking in, there was a group 
of high school kids walking out. My son, Chase, held the door open for Kelli and the rest of the 
family while I stayed back to let the high school kids come out. As they were coming out they 
almost knocked Chase down. They never said ‘I’m sorry’ or ‘Thank you for holding the door 
for us’. So I said (pretty loud) ‘Thank you Chase for holding the door for everyone”. Would you 
believe that one of those high school kids turned around, came right up to my face and swore 
at me???? 

I am not a violent kind of person, but I immediately began to have feelings I haven’t felt in 20 
years. I wanted to deck that kid. All I could do was to remind myself that ‘I am 36 years old 
and this little runt is a teenager, and I will be arrested if I touch him’. What audacity that kid 
had. Where is the respect? Where are the manners? Where were his parents? And where is 
his head? That 10 second encounter bothered me sooooo much. It didn’t ruin my day, but it 
definitely changed my attitude. Even now when I think about it, it bothers me.      

Why is it that moods and attitudes are so contagious? And since they are, shouldn’t we as 
Christians use that contagiousness to spread the joy we have as Christians? 



Before I go on, I will say that there has to be a balance. You don’t have to be overly happy all 
of the time; you just need to be genuine.  We all know people that are so happy you just know 
it’s fake and they drive you nuts just to be around them. You also don’t want to be a grump 
and ruin someone’s day.  If bad attitudes can change people’s lives, shouldn’t good attitudes 
do the same? The Bible says in Philippians 2:5 “Your attitude should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus”.  

I’ve been very blessed in my life to hang out with many Godly people. When I’m with those 
people, their mood and their attitudes are so addicting. They fill the room and everyone’s lives 
around them with a genuine love and excitement. It’s not because they’ve had an extra cup of 
coffee, it’s not because they were nice to the Walmart cashier, and it’s not because they have 
the satisfaction of just decking a rude high school kid. They are that way because they are 
living Philippians 2:5.  Their attitudes and their lives are being lived as Christ lived His life. No 
one is perfect, but Christ was. 

I know Christ would have shown the lady at Walmart nothing but love, a love that not only would 
make her day, but a love that would change her life. Christ would not have wanted to deck the 
high school kid at Wendy’s like I did.   He would have had so much love and compassion for 
that boy that in a blink of an eye, He would have changed his life. The Bible tells us to have 
an attitude like Christ’s, but it also tells us in 1 John 4:16….God is love. Whoever lives in love, 
lives in God, and God in him”. 

I have definitely seen how a bad attitude can ruin someone’s day, so I want to do as much 
as I can to let others see God’s Love in me.  I want His Love to shine in my own life and be 
infectious to everyone that I’m around. I want everyone I talk with to see God and experience 
God through me and through my life. Each one of us has had bad days, but no matter what 
we’re dealing with, we should never take our frustrations, our anger, our anything out on other 
people. Our lives, our thoughts, our actions should always shine with God’s Love.

 I challenge everyone that reads this column, to go out of your way to make someone’s day. 
Be sure to be genuine and be sure its God’s Love that shines. 

Thanks for your time.

Chiz    

Chiz’s Corner 



NOVEMBER
 5  Union College, Lincoln, NE
 6  North Central Kansas Teen for Christ, Concordia, KS
 7  First Christian Church, Concordia, KS 
 8  Southside Youth Outreach, St. Joseph, MO
 9  Maysville First Baptist Church, Maysville, MO
 10  Missouri Valley Baptist Church, St. Joseph, MO
 12  Christ Bible Church, Nickerson, KS
 14  Oak Grove Bible Church, Oak Grove, MO
 17 T Calvary Evangelical Free Church, Portsmouth, VA
 20  Homeland Community Church, Parkersburg, WV
 21  First Church of Christ, Lock Haven, PA
 24  Assembly of God, State College, PA

DECEMBER
 1  Port Ann Wesleyan Church, Middleburg, PA
 2  First Presbyterian Church, Elizabeth, PA
 3  Marion Hill Alliance Church, New Brighton, PA
 4  Rockwood Alliance Church, Rockwood, PA
 5  West Poplar Street Church of God, York, PA
 8  First United Methodist Church, Cattaraugus, NY
 9  Lake Shore Retirement Home, Irving, NY
 10  Cherry Creek Assembly of God, Cherry Creek, NY
 11  Sayre Christian Church, Sayre, PA
 12  First United Methodist Church, Greensburg, PA
 15  Cresson Alliance Church, Cresson, PA
 17  Girard Alliance Church, Girard, PA
 19  Faith Wesleyan Church, Orefield, PA (a.m. only)
 19  Country Meadows of Bethlehem, Bethlehem, PA (p.m. only)

Fall Concert Schedule


