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Family
Matters

I can honestly say that I am so ready for the warm weather to 
return.  I’m ready to hear the birds sing, the grass to turn green, 
and for the flowers to bloom so that we can enjoy their beau-
tiful array of colors and fragrances in the flower beds.  I’m also 
looking forward to watching my kids run and play outside.  All 
in all, I’m ready for a new season.  

Life in the Rider household has been anything but dull.  We’ve 
had quite a few unexpected challenges and are facing a huge 
mountain in front of us. I know that God is faithful and will 
continue to have His hand on us through it all.  I can’t imagine 
having to go through life’s trials without the guidance and re-
assurance that only the Lord can offer.  None of us know what 
our futures hold, but we can take comfort in knowing The One 
who holds our future.  

I’m very honored, and blessed to be able to say that I have 
been Mrs. Chiz Rider for 15 years.  My love for that man grows 
stronger every single day. (Even when he wears his ugly, ripped, 
sole-flapping water shoes with his wool socks and jeans.  Ha-
ha)  I’m so thankful God placed him in my life.  He loves me de-
spite of my imperfections (and my morning breath), and he 
is a perfect example to my children of what a Godly husband 
and father should be.  Chiz, I love you 4 minutes! 

Kaitlin just celebrated her 14th birthday.  She loves kids and 
thinks that it is time to start babysitting so that she can make 
some money.  She gently reminds us that ‘she will be driving 
in 2 years and will need a car’. That doesn’t even seem possible 
that it’s time to start thinking of her behind the wheel. I may 
need some pointers when that time comes.  Kait has grown 
into such a sweet, kind-hearted young lady and I couldn’t be 
more proud of her.

Chase (11) just shot up about 6 inches in the past 2 months 
and is officially taller than his big sister.  He’s really starting 
to step up and has taken on the role of ‘Man of the House #2’.  
He’s been shoveling and helping Chiz with loading and un-
loading his equipment, and helping around the house with-
out even being asked.  His trumpet playing is 
coming along beautifully.  I’m enjoying sitting 
back and watching him turn into a younger 
version of his dad.

Ryan just recently turned 9 and is still very much into Lego’s.  
He is quite an entertainer, and he knows it.  He can’t decide 
that when he grows up if he wants to make Lego Star Wars 
movies, be a ‘Health Conspector’ (Inspector), or a police officer 
who gets to eat delicious donuts every day.  Personally, I think 
that he would make a great comedian. I’m sure he’ll do great 
in whatever endeavors he chooses. 

Brooke (4) is just recovering from a fractured ankle.  She han-
dled it like a trooper through it all.  I think getting to wear a pink 
cast helped make it a little easier on her.  She received some 
very sweet cards, a package full of goodies, and a “Sunshine 
Basket” that had a gift to open every day until her cast came 
off.  Brookie is now cast-free and back to skipping around, run-
ning and wearing her high-healed dress up shoes - not that 
the cast stopped her from doing that before. 

We, as a family, really appreciate you taking the time to check 
in on us.  This may sound very generic, but for those of you 
who keep us in your daily prayers, thank you.  Please continue 
to pray that God would give us the wisdom and guidance that 
only He can give as we climb this big mountain that stands in 
front of us.  I hope you all have a wonderful Spring season and 
that you are able to get out and enjoy the sunshine!

Until I Write Again,

~Kelli  



Ministry
Update

What a great year it has been so far! Nothing specific has hap-
pened to make it great, but God has blessed us with a lot of 
concerts on the schedule, and He has blessed us with the just 
the right amount of money to pay the bills.  Most of all, He has 
allowed us to carry His message of love through the horn and 
see many lives change already this year. 

Our new “Live Worship” CD has been getting some really good 
feedback.  We are already putting things in motion and are 
hoping to begin a new project soon. 

Currently, the ministry has 3 pretty important prayer requests. 
First, we always pray that God provides the finances for us to 
be able to keep up with the schedule we have. Through the 
years God has blessed us with not only with a full schedule, 
but with monthly, quarterly and annual donors. We have re-
cently lost several donors due to economical reasons. We 
want to pray for them and their needs, but we also find our-
selves in the same position because of the loss of income to 
our ministry. Please prayerfully consider becoming a donor to 
Chiz Rider Ministries and help us spread God’s love through 
the trumpet. 

Our second prayer request is that we will be able to sell our 
bus very soon. The bus has been up for sale for over a year 
now.  We have had a few calls about it, but nothing serious.  
Our goal is to sell the bus and get a truck that is capable of 
pulling our trailers.  This transition would also help lower our 
fuel bills, insurance and repair costs. 

As for the third request, I think I may have found someone to 
travel with and help with the shows on the road.  Please pray 
that everything works out.
 
Thank you for keeping up with our ministry. If you get a 
chance, get on the web site and pick up one of our new CD’s 
if you haven’t already.  Be sure to keep an eye on the schedule 
to see when we will be in your area and come out and see 
us. One more thing, please let us know what you think of our 
newsletters, concerts and CD’s.  Write us an email or make a 
post on our fan page at Facebook. Thanks again.

Chiz
      



Word of God Speak
When we have our big sound system setup and have a few ex-
tra minutes, it’s a lot of fun to play with certain sound effects. 
We have one effects processor that can change the way your 
voice sounds. It can make you have a high voice and sound 
like Mickey Mouse, or give you a very low booming voice like 
you would imagine God would sound like. I always like to say 
to my guys in that low voice “WORK FASTER, FOR THE HOUR 
APPROACHES”. I don’t know, but it sort of sounds like some-
thing God would say, right? 

Through the years we have tried to play practical jokes on 
people with the voice changer, but it has never worked. Every-
one always figures out that it’s a joke.  But, what if God would 
really begin to speak to you? What would you do? With illu-
sions, special effects and technology that we have these days, 
I think people would be looking for the joker instead of listen-
ing to what God was saying if it really was Him. 

I haven’t heard of people in recent years having a conversa-
tion with God, but I do know for sure, He still talks to us. So 
how does He talk to us? When should we listen?  How do we 
know it’s Him?

I know things are different than they were back in Biblical 
times, but I often wonder if I have enough faith in my life to 
have accomplished the things like that of Biblical figures. 
Take Moses for example, the burning bush would definitely 
have gotten my attention. I’m sure I would have been look-
ing around for somebody hiding behind a rock before I would 
have carried on a conversation with a voice coming from a 
bush. 

What about Samuel?  He was sort of like an altar boy serving 
with Eli in the temple where the ark was. If you remember the 
story, Samuel woke up several times one night when he heard 
his name being called and ran to Eli thinking it was Eli that 
had called, “Samuel”. After that had happened several times, Eli 
told him that the next time it happened, he should say “Speak, 
for your servant is listening”. And after that, the Lord spoke to 
Samuel. You can read that whole story in 1 Samuel 3. 

And then there was Noah.  What in the world would you have 
done if a voice told you to build an ark? I’ve tried to convince 
Kelli that I needed to build a shed beside our barn to store 
some things, and she is not buying my idea. This is just a 20’ 
by 8’ shed. Imagine if I was trying to convince her to build an 
ark in the middle of Pennsylvania. She would either have me 
committed or take my sweet tea from me. 

So why was it that God used to speak to people back then and 

now it doesn’t seem like He does? Have we become so sepa-
rated from God that we don’t hear Him, or has God just forgot-
ten about us? I feel the real truth is that God speaks more to 
us now than He did to people in Biblical times. The problem is 
people don’t recognize His way of communication the same 
way people heard His voice a long time ago. You see, back 
then they didn’t have books, which meant they didn’t have 
the Bible, which we know is the Word of God. 

Wow, that’s it? That’s way too easy, right? The Bible is full of 
scripture, letters and testimonies that were put together by 
God. The Bible is never wrong. It never contradicts itself.  It pro-
claims God and God alone as the One and only God of this 
universe. 
A lot of people think of the Bible as an old document that has 
no relevance to us or the time we are living in now. That is 
wrong. 

First, you have to give it a chance. Read the Bible, read some of 
the Old Testament, read some of the Gospels in the New Tes-
tament, and then think of how it relates to your life.  You will 
be so surprised if you’ve never given the Bible a chance.  The 
scripture is very relevant to your life and what you’re dealing 
with in your everyday life. 

Now that you know how God does a lot of His talking, next we 
have to learn when to listen to Him. That answer is easy……
Everyday!!! I told you to read the Bible, now I’m telling you to 
do it everyday. What? For those of you that don’t read the Bible 
on a regular basis, I’m not telling you to sit down and read the 
Bible from cover to cover, I’m saying start with a few verses in 
the Old and the New Testament, but do it everyday. Before you 
begin to read, ask God to help you understand what you’re 
reading and help you to see how it is relative to your life. I 
encourage you to read everyday because God will begin to 
speak to you through what you’re reading. Sometimes it may 
just be one word in the Bible that speaks to you, and other 
times it will be weeks of reading that finally click, and His mes-
sage will be revealed to you. 

There is one other thing; it’s something that I sometimes 
struggle with as I travel. Being in ministry and traveling like 
I do, I am in a lot of different types of churches and different 
types of denominations. I hear hundreds of different pastors 
speak each year and sometimes, they are wrong. I caution you 
that just because somebody has a title of pastor, it does not 
make him or her right. A lot of pastors have certain strengths, 
and certainly weaknesses too. It’s the same thing with doctors; 
you wouldn’t go to a heart doctor for a sore tooth, would you?  
We all know that not all doctors are good. So what do you do? 



Word of God Speak
How do you know that what you are hearing from a pastor is 
right or wrong? 

1 John 4 has the answer. “Dear friends, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 
This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit 
that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is 
not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist which you have 
heard is coming and even now is already in the world”.

What does this passage really mean?  It’s not the passage that 
will help determine whether your pastor is right or wrong.  In 
all main stream denominations, I have never run into a pastor 
that didn’t believe in Jesus Christ, but this passage will help 
you outside of the church when you are bombarded by things 
from the world. It is this passage that tells you how to know 
if it’s God speaking or not, but the next part of the passage 
helps too.

“You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, 
because the one who is in you is greater than the one who 
is in the world. They are from the world and therefore speak 
from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to 
them. We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; 
but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how 
we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood”.   

This passage tells us when God speaks through people and 
uses people that it’s not for anyone’s acknowledgement but 
His. God uses people to spread His word and help people 
come to an understanding of His love for us. But the passage 
also says one more thing to some of the people reading this. It 
said “We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; 
but whoever is not from God does not listen to us”. Who is “us”?

The “us” are the believers in Jesus Christ. We believe that God 
showed His love for us by sending His one and only Son, Jesus 
Christ down to this earth so Christ could live the perfect life, 
so He could be the perfect sacrifice for our sins on the cross. 

Christ hung on that cross, not for anything that He did, but for 
everything we did. We also know and believe three days after 
He was crucified that He arose from the tomb, ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God. Whoever believes 
in Him, will be forgiven of everything they have done and be 
granted eternal life in heaven. 

If you don’t know Jesus Christ, all you have to do is say a prayer 
to ask Him to come into your life and He will. You won’t be-
gin to hear voices, the room won’t become brighter, and you 
probably won’t get a million dollars in the mail later today, but 
you will be forgiven of your sins and have a seat in heaven, 
saved for all eternity. 

Does God speak to us?  Yes, He does! The Bible is His Word to 
us. It’s relevant to our everyday struggles and joys, but you’ve 
got to just give it a chance. Be careful of things in this world 
that will try to lead you away from God.  It may seem right 
sometimes, but is not always right. Be sure those things fall 
into the guide lines of 1 John that we talked about, and be 
sure to ask God to show you His way. 

I travel all over this country on thousands of roads, and one 
thing I’ve learned is there is always many ways to get to where 
you are going, but not to heaven. There is one way and only 
one way, and that is through Jesus Christ. It’s only through 
Christ that we can be with God, and that is when we will begin 
to hear Him speak to us. 

Thanks for your time,

Chiz
            



Concert
Schedule

APRIL
 16  TTT youth ministries, Evansville, IN
 17  First Baptist Church of Kettering, Dayton, OH
 22-24  Daybreak Church of the CMA, Mechanicsburg, PA (sound only)
 27-30  National Bible Quiz, Kansas City, MO

MAY
 1 T Fredrick Boulevard Church, St Joseph, Mo
 4  Oak Grove Ministry Alliance, Oak Grove, MO
 8  Greenville Christian & Missionary Alliance Church, Greenville, OH
 11  Wadsworth Church of the Nazarene, Wadsworth, OH
 12  Christian Healthcare Ministries, Barberton, OH
 13  New Destiny Treatment Center, Clinton, OH
 14  Wayside Community Church, Mercer, PA
 15  Christian Fellowship Church, Toledo, OH
 22  New Life Wesleyan Church, Greensboro, MD
 29  Somerset Grace United Methodist Church, Somerset, PA
 30  Centre Memorial Park, State College, PA
 
JUNE 
 5  East Naples United Methodist Church, Naples, FL
 11  4th United Church of God, Bethlehem, PA
 12  Martindale Christian & Missionary Alliance, Portage, PA
 19  David’s Church, Millersburg, PA
 26  The Bridge Church, Hamburg, PA

JULY
 9  RV Park at Green Hills United Methodist, Alexandria, PA
 10  Valley View Alliance Church, Hellam, PA
 14  Calvary Evangelical Baptist Church, Portsmouth, VA
 16  Peoples Choice Festival, Boalsburg, PA
 17  Grace Bible Church, Molino, PA
 24  Pocono Mountain Bible Camp, Clifton Township, PA
 30  St. Johns United Church of Christ, Boalsburg, PA
 31  Northern Lights Program, Lewisburg, PA

T= Tentative

Used with permission by Scott Houtz

Check us out on the web at www.chizrider.com for a
complete schedule, product information, news, 

sign-up for our newsletter and much more!

110 Science Park Court
State College, PA  16801

(814) 231-8896
info@chizrider.com


