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Summer has arrived and I couldn’t be happier. I love the warm, 
sunny weather, the beautiful flowers that add a kaleidoscope 
of color to the flowerbeds, but most of all, I love having my 
kids at home instead of in school.  

Our summer started with a family trip to Florida for my cousin 
Kim’s wedding.  We were only a few hours into our 24 hour 
drive when the alternator went out on Chiz’s truck.  Thankfully, 
my parents weren’t far behind and were able to give us the 
‘jump’ we needed to get off of that busy 6 lane highway we 
were stranded on.  Fortunately, there was a truck repair shop 
just 3 miles away.   So, several hours, a near-empty wallet and 
4 grumpy kids later, we were back on the road again.  Things 
could have been much worse, but it was very clear that God 
had His hand on us that day.

As for the wedding, it was beautiful.  I had the privilege of be-
ing the Matron of Honor for my cousin who is more like a little 
sister to me.  Kaitlin and Brooke were junior bridesmaids.  (I 
have to throw in that Kaitlin made the dress she wore for the 
wedding, and she did such a great job.)  Chase was an usher, 
and was also was in charge of the lights at the reception.  Ryan 
was also an usher, but then spent the rest of the night tear-
ing up the dance floor.   Chiz played during the wedding and 
provided special lights, sound and pyrotechnics for the recep-
tion.  We all had such a great time.  My cousin was a stunning 
bride.  I pray that she and her groom will have a long, happy 
life together.  

On our way home from the wedding, we met up with an old 
friend of ours that used to work with our ministry, but now 
works for ‘The Mouse”.  He was very thoughtful and took our 
family through a quick tour of the Magic Kingdom.  We all had 
a great time, but I think Brooke had the best memories - she 
got to meet 3 of her favorite Disney Princesses.  

With all of that excitement to start the summer, I’m really look-
ing forward to a much slower pace in the weeks to come. 

If you read our last newsletter, Chiz and I mentioned that we 
had a huge financial mountain that we were facing in life.  We 
aren’t out of the woods just yet, but God continues to show 
His faithfulness.  All things happen for a reason, and I know 
that God can use any situation for His Glory.  We just need to 
be patient and trust His words that “He will never leave us or 
forsake us.”

Please continue to pray with us and for us as we follow where 
He leads.

Until I write again,

Kelli 

Family
Matters



Summer is officially here and our schedule for the next three 
months will be just long weekends on the road. As I said in 
the last update, it is a great time to be a normal family and 
get caught up on projects with the gear, office things and of 
course my “honey do list” that has grown a lot in the last 8 
months.

The bus has not sold yet.  We’ve had a couple of people that 
were interested in it, but we haven’t heard from them in a few 
weeks.  It’s making me very nervous because we really need 
it to sell. Please join us in specific prayer that this will happen. 
Please also pray for Kelli and I as we face a very big challenge 
in our life. We have a personal financial challenge that was 
placed on us, not by our doing, but by certain circumstances 
in life. We have placed it at the feet of God where we know it 
needs to be, but as humans, it’s really hard not to worry about 
it.

The ministry has been very blessed with great concerts and 
a packed schedule. I am so thankful that God allows us the 
privilege to serve Him in this ministry. His hand is evident in 
so many ways. The other day, I was home for two days trying 
to deal with this personal financial situation feeling a little dis-
couraged.  Just for a few moments, I was wondering if I was re-
ally doing what I should be with my life.  Was I truly doing the 
right job to provide for my family? Well, that short moment of 
doubt was interrupted by 6 separate phone calls in a thirty 
minute time period from people calling to book concerts. 

After that 6th call, I prayed and thanked God for His guidance 
and protection. The real funny thing was that the phone didn’t 
ring for the rest of the day after that. How cool is God!!!

It is so awesome to me that God uses certain people and cer-
tain things to spread His love. I am no one special, I have sin in 
my life, and I do really dumb things all the time. I listen to my 
own music and hear so many mistakes, but God uses me and 
a simple piece of brass to bring people to His arms. We are so 
honored to be a part of that.  How dumb can we be at times to 
think that anything can stand in the way of that? 

Thank you to all of you who check in and pray for us. You are 
as much of a part of what we do as anyone. We couldn’t do it 
without you. Thanks for your time.

Ministry
Update



Music has so much variety. There’s country, classical, jazz, easy 
listening, pop, metal, and rap, just to name a few. Within each 
of those categories there are many variations. Each style of 
music has its own sound, its own tempos, and is very unique. 
We, as individuals are exactly the same.  As a matter of fact, 
we are even more unique and come in more varieties than 
all of the styles of music added together. Let’s pretend for a 
minute that we are music, or that you are a song. What would 
you sound like? What would your life sound like as music? All 
the girls are probably thinking they would be classical, pop 
or easy listening, while the guys are probably thinking they 
would be jazz, rock or metal. What if you were not the one to 
decide what kind of song your life sounds like? What if God 
was the one that choose what your life’s song should sound 
like? What style would He choose, and would it sound good 
to Him? 

I think in the last 30 years that I’ve been in ministry almost 
every pastor has used Psalms 150 to introduce me in concert.  
It’s a great passage and fits well as an introduction (and in this 
column). It says “Praise the Lord. Praise God in His sanctuary; 
praise Him in His mighty heavens. Praise Him for His acts of 
power; praise Him for His surpassing greatness. Praise Him 
with the sounding of the trumpet, praise Him with the harp 
and lyre, praise Him with tambourine and dancing, praise Him 
with the strings and flute, praise Him with the clash of cym-
bals, praise Him with resounding cymbals. Let everything that 
has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord.”

I believe that God loves music, but I know for sure He loves us 
more. If our life could be summed up into a song, what would 
it sound like to God? Would it be chaotic or would it be a sweet 
song of praise to Him? I would hope my sound would have a 
lot of trumpets in it, no flutes, but a lot of trumpets. (Ha-ha)

 Do you think your life song would sound good to God be-
cause you are a good person and do great things in your life? 
Well, I’ll tell you this, it doesn’t matter if you are a pastor, youth 
worker, music minister, or if you memorized the whole Bible. 
That stuff isn’t what will make your song a master piece. That 
stuff is great, but it shouldn’t be the high notes in your song. 

What would your mistakes sound like? Everything that you 
have done wrong in life would mess up your song. There 
are always the obvious mistakes that you’ve made, but God 
would look much further than anyone else could in your life. 
He would look at what you hide in your heart and mind. He 
sees the real you, not the image you portray to the world and 
those around you - the real you. So how do you think your 
song sounds now?
We often think of the good things that we do in our lies when 
asked questions like in this column. God sees those good 
deeds, He sees those quiet times you have, and how you may 
share His love with other people, but He sees so much more. 
He sees it all. 

Psalms 150 tells us to praise the Lord, and a lot of us do, but 
we also do other things. James 3:9-12 says “With the tongue 
we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who 
have been made in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth 
come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. Can 
both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? 
My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear 
figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.”  

I am always amazed when I hear about these surveys that 
people take. There are two different kinds of surveys. You can 
take one that you sign and put your name on, or you can take 
the one that you remain anonymous.  I get a kick out of sur-
veys that do both, because the answers are so different be-
tween the two. People just seem to tell the truth a lot more if 
their name is not attached to it. They will tell more about their 
thoughts, their actions, what they look at on the internet, and 
how they see and think about other people. Well guess what, 
God doesn’t need a survey to tell Him all of that about you.  He 
already knows it all. 

The world teaches us to portray a good image on the outside 
and hide what’s in our private life. But God is more concerned 
with our private life than He is on how we look on the outside. 
The reason is because when you are on fire for God, that flame 
burns from the inside out. If your private life is on track, then 
everyone on the outside will see that flame, they will see your 
life and most importantly, they will see God. 

Music is not very forgiving.  Wrong notes and out of tune notes 
are mistakes. If there are five musicians on a stage playing a 
beautiful song and four of those musicians are playing perfect 
while the other one keeps messing up. The song is ruined. It 
doesn’t matter how good those other four players are if that 
one bad player has messed up and ruined the song. 

Your life is made up of so many different things.  How do they 
all sound to God? All it takes is one bad thing in your life to 
make your life song sound bad. I am in no way saying we have 
to live a perfect life. No body besides Christ Himself did that.  
What I am saying is that sometimes the things we hide in life 
are hidden from others because they are wrong. 

When we give our lives to Christ, He doesn’t want half of you, 
He doesn’t want even 99% of you, He wants it all. It’s when 
we truly give all of ourselves to Christ when He comes in and 
cleanses everything in our lives so we are clean before the 
Holy Throne of God. We need to stop giving God bits and piec-
es and surrender all to Him. That’s when the flame burns for 
the whole world to see, and that’s when our song is a sweet, 
sweet song to His ears.

Thanks for your time,

Chiz     

Life Song



Concert
Schedule

AUGUST
 6  Maranatha Bible Conferences, Muskegon, MI
 7  Saline Community Church, Saline MI
 14  North Pointe Community Church, Wilmington, NC
 21  Warsaw Wesleyan Church, Warsaw, IN
 26-27  Keystone Financial Associates, Mechanicsburg, PA 
 28  Chester Heights Camp Meeting, Chester Heights, PA

SEPTEMEBER
 4  Alfred Aimond Bible Church, Almond, NY
 11  Mountain Presbyterian Church, Sunbury, PA
 18  Marlowe Assembly of God, Falling Waters, WV
 20-24  Grove City College, Grove City, PA (sound only)
 25  McKeesport Alliance Church, McKeesport, PA

OCTOBER
 1  Watts Memorial United Methodist Church, Belleville, PA
 2      First Baptist Church, York, PA
 8  3 Rivers Free Will Baptist Church, Cranberry Township, PA
 9  Abbe Reformed Church, Clymer, NY
 15  New Covenant Baptist Church, State College, PA
 16  Clearfield Alliance Church, Clearfield, PA
 19  Christ Chapel Wesleyan, Silver Creek, NY
 20  Lake Shore Health Care System, Irving, NY  
 21  Victory Tabernacle, Cattaraugus, NY
 22  Community Alliance Church, New Haven, NY
 23  Ogdensburg United Methodist Church, Ogdensburg, NY
 30  Vernon Advent Christian Church, Vernon, VT

Check us out on the web at www.chizrider.com for a
complete schedule, product information, news, 

sign-up for our newsletter and much more!

110 Science Park Court
State College, PA  16801

(814) 231-8896
info@chizrider.com


