
Merry Christmas 2011
From Chiz Rider Ministries



I am having a hard time believing that we are in 
December and that 2011 is almost over!  I also can’t 
believe that we put up our Christmas lights in 60 degree 
weather this year seeing that we live in Pennsylvania, 
not Florida.  But I can’t complain because I love the 
warm weather and I was sad to see it go.  

The kids are already looking forward to their Christmas 
break at school, and I am just as anxious.  I love nothing 
more than having the kids at home with us, spending 
time with family and friends, playing games, baking, 
watching Christmas movies (especially the ones on the 
Hallmark channel that I love and my husband loves to 
make fun of) and celebrating the birth of our Lord and 
Savior all in the same week.  Who could ask for more?

Our oldest, Kaitlin (14) is really 
enjoying her first year of high school.  
She was a little nervous when she first 
started, but now is doing great and 
has even made the honor roll.  (I wish 
I could say she gets that from me. 
Ha-ha)  She loves spending time with 
her friends, keeping in touch with her 

cousins, and also babysitting.

Chase (12) is in 7th grade and is now 
the same height as me. It’s crazy 
how much he has grown in the past 
few months.  Chase loves playing his 
trumpet and has decided to not only 
be in band, but also join the school 
Jazz Band this year. He would still 
much rather be out of school and on 

the road with his dad, but that is not an option right 
now.

Ryan (9) is in 4th grade and has just 
recently started playing the sax.  I 
think that thing is just as big as he 
is, and maybe weighs more than he 
does.  He is doing a great job with 
it, but doesn’t quite understand the 
importance of practicing just yet.  I 
have to say, he does have some great 

dance moves when he play his sax.  He cracks me up.

Brooke (5) loves being in kindergarten 
and loves her teachers and her new 
friends even more.  I really thought 
that the first few weeks of school 
would have been hard on her and 
that she would come home tired and 
ready for a nap.  It’s just the opposite.  
When she gets home she is ready to 

do some homework, have a snack and go play dress up.  

As for Chiz and myself, we are still adjusting to life with 
all of our kids in school.  Our house and office are so 
quiet during the day; it hasn’t been like that for over 14 
years.  Life has been busy, so the days fly by and before 
we know it, the house is filled with all of their little 
voices again.  Chiz’s schedule is very busy this month, 
so please keep him in your prayers that the Lord would 
use him as He sees fit, and also for travel mercies.

Thank you for checking in and for your prayers for our 
family and ministry.  I hope you have a wonderful time 
celebrating Christmas with your family and friends and 
that you have a very happy New Year!  

Merry Christmas from our family to yours!

~Kelli (Chiz, Kaitlin, Chase, Ryan & Brooke too)

Family Matters



I think that most men think of themselves as tough guys. I 
think I’m a tough guy because there has not been a jar that 
Kelli has asked me to open that I haven’t conquered. But 
seriously, what really makes someone tough? Is it the abil-
ity to open jars, or maybe it’s being able to handle pain, or 
is it to show no emotion? I don’t think any of that is what 
makes someone tough.  

That’s what I want to share with you in this column. Being 
tough is not a goal of mine, but I am at a point in my life 
that I fear nothing at all. I’m serious. Now, before you think 
I’m stuck on myself or think that my brain isn’t working 
from hitting too many high notes on my trumpet, read the 
rest of this to understand where I’m coming from.

I love watching football and have sometimes found myself 
thinking that I could do that - until I ate dinner with the 
right tackle from the New England Patriots and saw how 
big that man was. His arm was the size of my waist (and 
I’m not skinny anymore). There is no way that I would sur-
vive one hit from him or anyone else his size. I guess that 
means football is out as a possible career change.

I’ve always looked at soldiers as tough guys. I would have 
loved the opportunity to serve my country, but couldn’t 
for several reasons. Soldiers put their lives on the line for 
us every day. Let’s not forget about the Police and fire-
fighters that do the same. These are all amazing people 
that do amazing things for us, but do their jobs make them 
tough? 

I love wrestling with my boys and we will occasionally get 
pretty rough, and the boys and I will exchange a few play-
ful punches on the arms. Kelli hates it and doesn’t under-
stand why guys do things like that. Does that make me and 
my boys tough? 

I have thought for a long time that tough people were peo-
ple that never got scared, but what is the real definition 
of the word tough? Webster’s dictionary says that tough 
is “capable of enduring strain, hardship or severe labor”. 
Well, I guess my definition doesn’t really match Webster’s 
because I always saw “tough guys” as the ones that ran 
into situations that most people ran away from. I always 
believed that tough guys were the ones that were always 
calm in stressful environments, and people that seemed 
like they were not afraid of anyone or anything. 

It should be anyone’s goal to be a “tough guy”, but 
wouldn’t it be great to not be afraid of anything, not even 
death itself? Well, if fearing nothing at all, not even death 
is your definition of tough, then every Christian in this 
world should truly be tough. 

I am so far from being a perfect person.  There are so many 
things in my life that God is working on, but I fear nothing 
on this earth and will embrace my death when my time 
comes, because when we are truly living in Gods love, I 

believe we have nothing to fear. One of the Bible’s most 
well known verses is Psalms 23:4-6 “Even though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the pres-
ence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the 
days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever”. 

Another verse that is one of my favorites is Joshua 1:9 
“Have not I commanded you, be strong and of good cour-
age, be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed, for the Lord 
you God is with you where ever you go”. 

Looking at both of these verses, it clearly says that God is 
with us, so why would we ever have to be afraid? Could 
you imagine how you would feel if you had one hundred 
football players and hundreds of soldiers, firemen, and 
police with you all the time no matter where you went? 
You would feel invincible. Well guess what……you’ve got a 
much better entourage than that, you’ve got God.

Seriously, stop and think about it. God, the Creator of ev-
erything, the One that created everything you see, hear, 
taste, touch, smell,….EVERYTHING…that God is with you 
always. He will never leave you or forsake you. That is so 
cool.

I know that there will always be a group of people that 
may misunderstand me. I am not saying we need to run 
towards danger and not be careful with the things we do, 
I am just saying that when things get rough, when you 
feel alone and not sure of things, God is there with you. 
You don’t need to be afraid because He is right there. God 
wants any of us to die for Him; He wants us to live for Him.  
When our time does come, we don’t have to fear that “val-
ley of death” because we will “dwell in the house of the 
Lord”.

Toughness really isn’t based on being able to open jars, 
being able to withstand a tackle from a huge football play-
er, or having to save lives. I personally feel that toughness 
comes from the confidence we can have in knowing Jesus 
Christ. Maybe you’re reading this and you don’t have that 
confidence. You can receive that right now by admitting 
you’re a sinner and asking Christ to come into your life. 
Once you accepted Him as your Savior, you can have that 
confidence that all Christians should have. 

For more information on a relationship with Jesus Christ, 
please visit our website at www.chizrider.com and click on 
the link in the upper right hand corner that reads “True 
Salvation is just a click and prayer away”. 

Thanks for your time,

Chiz       

Are You Tough Enough?



    

Christmas concerts use to be hard for me to do because 
I didn’t really have enough Christmas songs to fill up a 
concert, but several years ago we did a Christmas CD 
and since then, we have been swinging in the Christ-
mas season with the Big Band sounds. These concerts 
are a lot of fun for everyone that comes out to hear 
them. I think one of my next CD projects is going to 
be Big Band Hymns so I can continue the same style 
through the whole year.

This has been an awesome year in many ways. As many 
of you know, that receive our Newsletters, we also 
have seen some challenges too. We have gone to a lot 
of new places and seen a lot of our old friends too. We 
have had struggles, breakdowns, sickness, and finan-
cial challenges, but…….all of that is soooooo worth the 
results of what God has done this year. God has used 
this ministry to witness close to 450 people accept Je-
sus Christ as their Lord and Savior. That is AWESOME.

I love touring and being able to do what I do, but when 
I’ve been out on the road for awhile, I get anxious to 
get home to the family. Pennsylvania has some of the 
worst roads in the country. As soon as you cross the 
boarder into PA you start to feel the bumps in the road. 
But then I pull into my driveway and receive the reward 
of the drive in being home and it is all worth it. This 
road in ministry is not always smooth, there are a ton 
of bumps all the time, but the destination and result of 
staying the course is so worth it. 

Thank you all for your support of Chiz Rider Ministries. 
Thank you for your financial support and thank you for 
your prayer support. I truly mean it from the bottom of 
my heart, that we could not do this with out you. Have 
a Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year and may God 
bless you and your family.

Chiz   

Ministry Update



DECEMBER
 2  Watts Memorial Church, Belleville, PA
 3  Treasure Lake Interdenominational Church, Dubois, PA
 4  Emmanuel United Methodist Church, Rebersburg, PA
 7  Latrobe Alliance Church, Latrobe, PA
 10-11  Gloucester County Community Church, Sewell, NJ
 13  Country Meadows, Bethlehem, PA
 15  Lehighton Elderly Housing, Lehighton, PA
 16  Christian Community Church, Boswell, PA
 18  Somerset Alliance Church, Somerset, PA
 

------2012------

JANUARY
 8  Altoona Alliance Church, Altoona, PA
 15  First Church of Christ, Lock Haven, PA
 22 T Beech Creek Wesleyan Church, Beech Creek, PA
29  Bates Fork Baptist Church, Sycamore, PA
FEBRUARY 
 5  Tyrone Alliance Church, Tyrone PA
 8 T Beulah Heights Wesleyan Church, Troutman, NC
 10  Christ Community Church, Winter Haven, FL
 12  Alliance Church of Zephyrhills, FL
 22 T Windber Church of God, Windber, PA
 24  United Methodist Church, Pleasant Gap, PA
 26 T Bethel Assembly of God, Carlisle, PA
MARCH
 3  Great Island Presbyterian Church, Lock Haven, PA
 4  Singers Gap United Methodist Church, Mt. Union, PA
 11 T Bethel Church, Evansville, IN
 14 T First Baptist Church, Oakland City, IN
 16 T Robinson Baptist Church, Grand Haven, MI
 18  Mt. Calvary Evangelical Center, Indianapolis, IN
 25 T Hope Community Church, Lawrenceburg, KY
APRIL
 6-8  Daybreak Church, Mechanicsburg, PA (sound only)
 15  Brockway Alliance Church, Brockway, PA
 22  Veneta Alliance Church, Veneta, OR
 25  Medford Neighborhood Alliance, Medford, OR
 27-28  Calimesa Seven Day Adventist Church, Calimesa, CA
MAY
 5 T Newville Church of God, Newville, PA
 6 T Cumberland Valley Brethren In Christ, Dillsburg, PA
 13  Penn Run Wesleyan Church, Dixonville, PA 
 19 T Amherst Alliance Church, Amherst, NY
 20 T First Wesleyan Church of Bradford, Bradford, PA
 27 T Wattersonville United Methodist Church, Cowansville, PA

Concert Schedule


