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Family Matters
I have been having a really hard time writing this 
Family Matters update.  I struggled with trying to 
keep it interesting and not bragging about my family, 
not repeating myself from other columns I’ve written, 
and am trying to add some sort of ‘substance’ to it.  As 
hard as I have tried to think of interesting facts about 
our family, my thoughts keep going back to the title 
‘Family Matters’.  Over the past few months our family 
has gone through all sorts of ‘adventures’ if you will.  
We’ve had to face some pretty big trials as a family, 
dealing with anything from family members battling 
cancer, having financial struggles, and almost losing 
our home.  We’ve also had a lot of reasons to celebrate. 
But through it all, we’ve had our family, and friends 
who we think of as family, by our side to help us along 
the way.  So lately, when I read the words “Family Mat-
ters”, the term has taken on a different meaning to me, 
it’s not just the topic to a page on our newsletter, but 
it’s a reminder of how much family really does matter.  
We, as believers, are all a part of an even bigger fam-
ily, the family of God.  Our job in this family is to love 
each other as God loves us.  Our jobs are to encourage 
and help one another when you see the need.  I can 
honestly say that over the past few months, we have 
been blessed beyond all measure by the people we 
call ‘family’.    

Hebrews 10:24-25 NIV - 24 “And let us consider how we 
may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 
25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but encouraging one another…”
Philippians 4:19 NIV -“And my God will meet all your 
needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.”

Chiz and I recently celebrated our 16th anniversary.  
We took the day off from doing office work and spent 
our day walking around Penn States Arboretum look-
ing at the beautiful flowers (and the rainbow that ap-
peared right over the gardens), took in a movie, and 
had a nice dinner together.  It was a perfect day.

Kaitlin just turned 15.  She has 
handed in her application to 
work at Chick-fil-a and is hop-
ing to start soon so that she 
can have a little extra spending 
money.  Kait is already starting 
to count down the days until she 
is driving. It will be nice to have 
another driver in the family, but 
at the same time, we, as parents, 

are a bit nervous. She is very responsible, so I’m sure 
she’ll do just fine when the time comes.   

Chase will be 13 in a few weeks.  
(I find it hard to believe that I 
am going to be a mother of two 
teenagers.)  Chase had the op-
portunity to play his trumpet in 
front of his peers by participat-
ing in “Celebrate Music In Our 
School Month”. Chiz went along 
and played a few duets with 
him as well. Chase has also been 

playing a song or two at some of Chiz’s concerts. He’s 
really doing a great job. 

Ryan (10) cannot wait for school 
to be over so he can be “free” 
for the summer. Ryan has been 
traveling with Chiz and Chase 
as much as he can, and is turn-
ing into quite the little roadie. 
(I’m pretty sure the boys would 
gladly take the position as Chiz’s 
full-time crew members if they 
weren’t in school.)  Ryan has 

been enjoying the “guy time” out on the road with his 
dad and brother.  He’s also been known to bribe his 
younger sister with candy or a dollar so she will stay 
home and not interrupt their time together. (Haha)

Brooke (5) enjoys life to its full-
est. There are often times that 
Chiz and I will call for her and 
find her outside taking care of 
our outside cats, picking flow-
ers with our neighbor, or looking 
for other animals on the prop-
erty. Her newest discovery was 
a baby groundhog that was in 
our rock wall. Brooke is our fear-

less one that will pick up anything she finds. We have 
been very blessed with lots of critters on our property, 
but hopefully she will understand that the skunks and 
snakes need to be left alone. 

Thank you for taking the time to read about our fam-
ily, and for your continued prayers! 

Until I write again,

~Kelli
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Ministry Update
Kelli sometimes gives me a hard time about what I say in these ministry updates.  She tells me that I say a lot 
of the same things every time. Well……why not?!?! We are very blessed with a great schedule right now. Fi-
nances are tight as always, but God is doing awesome things and people are asking Christ to come into their 
lives. So, if that’s the stuff that I keep repeating, then we are doing OK! Sure, it would be nice to say money was 
great, but God provides, and our purpose of this ministry has nothing to do with finances.

Just last week, I was getting ready to leave for a short ten day tour, I just paid a few bills and had about $23.00 
left in the check book, but I needed travel money for gas and food for the trip. I was leaving very early the next 
day and needed about six hundred dollars to leave with. We prayed about it and a few hours later, when the 
mail arrived, we got exactly six hundred dollars in donations and concert deposits. Not a penny more, not a 
penny less. GOD IS SO COOL!!

I have learned through the years that worrying about finances doesn’t do anything but mess up your sleeping 
schedule. Putting all of your trust in God allows you to live your life in His hands. God has always blessed us and 
provided. It would be nice if it wasn’t last minute sometimes, but I’m certainly not complaining. 

We have a huge answer to prayer to share with you. Our bus finally sold. It had been for sale for a long time. 
Now we are able to begin looking for a newer truck that will be reliable for us out on the road. 

Our prayer request right now is that we find a new road guy to travel with me, and that the finances will be 
there to take care of that person. I have no problem being alone on the road, but there are a lot of things in our 
concerts I can’t do by myself. So this is a HUGE need for us right now. 

Do I repeat things in my ministry updates? Probably. When we are so blessed to travel all over the world seeing 
the things we do, meeting the people we do, being blessed to do exactly what God wants us to be doing, and 
most importantly, seeing peoples lives changed because of Gods blessing. I don’t feel that there is anything 
more important to share than that. 

Thanks for checking in,

Chiz 
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The Master Carpenter
My column from the last newsletter was about having confidence in all situations and not being afraid in 
any setting, even of death, because God is with us always. Hebrews 13:5-6 are great verses that reinforce 
that. They say “…Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you. So we say with confidence, The Lord is my 
helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”

So is that it? As soon as you receive Christ as your Savior you have nothing to fear and you have nothing 
else to do?  NO WAY!  

Besides music and family, one of my favorite ways to spend my time is to do woodworking.  I have learned a 
lot through the years and have gotten better at it.  I am certainly no master craftsman, but I really do enjoy 
it.  

The piece that I am working on right now is a stand-alone kitchen cabinet with a tile top.  The first thing I 
did after I made my cuts was put it together.  I usually go overboard in reinforcing my projects, but I guar-
antee nothing I build will ever fall apart.  They are built tough, and ready for a long life of use.  

At this point, my cabinet is similar to what I wrote about in my last column; it is solid and ready for anything.  
But, I am still so far from being done.  The structure is secure and strong, but now I need to work hard to 
make it look good.  I need to sand every corner, every edge, every tongue and grove until it’s “perfect”.  The 
cabinet will never be perfect, but I want to be proud of my work and not ashamed of what I am making.  

That is what we are supposed to do with our lives.  We get our foundation when we receive Jesus as our 
Savior.  We grow, read the Bible, and we fine-tune our lives to be what God has intended us to be. 2 Timothy 
2:15 says “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.”

Every single one of us has rough edges in our lives.  These edges may be things in our past that we are not 
willing to give up.  Maybe it is some kind of addiction or some other sin.  Once again, Timothy tells us (2 
Timothy 2:22) “Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with 
those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.”

The last thing I will do before I consider my cabinet as being “done”, 
is to either stain or paint it.  The cool thing about paint is that it 
covers any mistakes that I have made, or any imperfections in the 
wood.  God doesn’t expect any of us to be perfect, but we are called 
to better our lives and to be more Christ like in everything we do.  
But where we fail, Christ covers our sins, not with pain, but with His 
blood.  

I wish I had more time to practice my woodworking.  My confidence 
in what I do with it has definitely grown within the years.  I have 
learned a lot and I do feel that I have improved.  

God is the Master Carpenter.  He created you, and there are no mis-
takes in His design.  God loves you no matter what, but it is our job 
to work on our own lives so we won’t be ashamed of ourselves, but 
approved by God - and so we can grow into the men and women 
that God intended us to be. 

When Christ walked on this earth, He was a carpenter. I would LOVE to see the things He built and made 
with His hands. Did He build houses to shelter people, or did He build chairs or tables to make peoples lives 
more comfortable? Maybe He was more of a craftsman in His designs. I don’t know what He made or how 
His carpentry affected people, but I do know what His life did. It gave me hope; it gave me purpose and 
provided a way out of a life of sin. It can do the same for you. 

Call us today or visit our website to see how the Master Carpenter has a plan and purpose in your life, and 
how you can begin that journey right now. 

Thanks for your time,

Chiz  

3



Public Schedule
MAY
 5  Newville Church of God, Newville, PA
 6  Cumberland Valley Brethren In Christ, Dillsburg, PA
 8  Salvation Army Dinner, State College, PA
 13  Penn Run Wesleyan Church, Dixonville, PA 
 20  First Christian Church, Alba PA
 25 T Clinton County Community Outreach, Lock Haven, PA
 27  Martindale Alliance Church, Portage, PA

JUNE
 1  Relay for Life, Bellefonte, PA
 3 T First United Methodist Church, Greensburg, PA
 9  First Presbyterian Church, Elizabeth, PA
 10  Family Fellowship Church, Donegal, PA
 11-16  Santa Cruz del Quicha, Guatemala

JULY
 1  Richfield Mennonite Church, Richfield, PA
 5     Fundamental Baptist Fellowship Association, Chicago, IL
 7  Girard Alliance Church, Girard, PA
 8  Marion Hill Alliance Church, New Brighton, PA
 10  Cedar Heights Brethren In Christ, Lamar, PA
 12  Peoples Choice Festival, Boalsburg, PA
 14  Green Hills Family Campground, Alexandria, PA
 15 T Liberty Baptist Church, Blanchard, PA
 22  Pocono Mountain Bible Camp, Clifton Township, PA
 28 T Mt Pleasant United Methodist Church, Port Matilda, PA
 29  Lamar Lighthouse Camp, Lamar, PA
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