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Family Matters
With as much company as we’ve had over the past 
several months, I think I can officially hang a sign on 
our front door that reads “Welcome to the Rider Ho-
tel”.  I love having our friends and family come and 
stay with us, and have been told on several occasions 
that I have the gift of hospitality.  I don’t know if I do 
have that particular gift, but I feel like everyone that 
stays with us has been a gift to me and my family.  I 
love the company, but even more, I love the conver-
sations that go on and the relationships that are built 
just sitting around the table (or our kitchen island).   

One particular family that stayed with us is also in-
volved in music ministry and leads a very similar life-
style to ours.  It was so nice to be able to share stories 
and be able to relate with one another on so many 
levels, but also have a ton of laughs together.  Since 
they are not from PA, we thought we would take them 
to ‘the sweetest place on earth’.  If you are not famil-
iar with this place and have no idea what I’m talking 
about, I’m referring to the town where the smell of 
chocolate fills the air, Hershey, PA.  We spent most 
of the day at Hershey Park, but did squeeze in some 
time at Chocolate World.  (My mouth is watering just 
thinking about it.)  I hated so see our time together 
come to an end, and wish that there was not 11 hours 
between us, but am so thankful for them and their 
ministry.  

When we didn’t have company, we were invited to go 
to the beach with some close friends of ours.  Nine-
teen of us made the trip to NC and stayed in a beach 
house together for almost a week.  We had a great 
time and made some great memories.  Our second 
beach trip will be to NJ.  It will involve a lot less driv-
ing time and not nearly as many people, but should 
still make for some sweet memories with some pretty 
terrific friends.   

God has really blessed us by putting some amazing 
people in our lives.  I hope that we have touched their 
lives as much as they have touched ours. 

Kaitlin (15) has been working 
at Chick-fil-A for the past few 
months.  She absolutely loves 
her job and the people she 
works with.  I love that she has 
adopted their motto “it’s my 
pleasure” when someone says 
“thank you” (and that she can 
make me a delicious milkshake 
when I go visit her at work.  

Ha-ha).  Kait still babysits from time to time; lately 
it’s been for Chiz and me so that we can go out for 
a lunch or dinner date.  She has a good head on her 
shoulders, and has a heart to help others.   We are so 
proud of her. 

Chase (13) has been saving up 
his money from Christmas and 
birthday presents, and has re-
cently purchased some of his 
own lighting and sound equip-
ment.  If you have been reading 
our family matters over the past 
few years, you would have read 
about Chase putting on his own 
concerts at home for family and 

friends.  All of his practice and hard work has been 
paying off, and he has been playing in front of large 
audiences during his dad’s shows all summer long.  
He’s doing a great job!

Ryan (10) has been on the road 
with his dad and Chase help-
ing with the set up and tearing 
down of equipment.  His main 
job for now is selling product 
after the shows.  He loves to 
go outside and play Star Wars 
with his buddies and looking 
for frogs and toads right after it 
rains. Ry continues to be a very 

creative Lego builder and our family comedian.  He 
loves to make people laugh, and loves to laugh along 
with them.  I wish I could give you an update on his 
sax playing, but apparently, he took the summer off.  

Brooke (6) likes to change her 
clothes at least 3 times a day 
(mostly dresses) and to pretend 
that she is a princess.  She loves 
to snuggle with her mommy or 
daddy and read a good book.  
Brookie has started to put on 
some mini concerts of her own 
by singing some well known 
songs, and some not so well 

know songs that she wrote herself.  She has a sweet 
little voice that makes me melt when I hear her sing, 
especially when she is belting out “10,000 Reasons” 
by Matt Redman, Hillsong United’s “Hosanna” or “Let-
ting Go” by Stephanie Smith.

Thank you for checking in and for your continued 
prayers for our family.  We greatly appreciate it!

Until I write again,

~Kelli

1



Wow, what a year we have had so far.  It’s been good, but also very challenging. On the up side, we have had 
a very busy touring schedule and have seen a ton of people accept Christ.  The down side is that the finances 
have been extremely tight. God has always provided and we know He always will. We can’t say that this is an 
easy life to live, but serving God with our lives, a trumpet, and seeing peoples lives changed from God using 
us, is so cool. 

Our schedule always slows down during the summer. That allows us to catch our 
breath and get some projects done. As I said in the last news letter, we have been 
very blessed to have sold our bus. Shortly after the sale, we were able to turn that 
money around and purchase a truck. It is a 2010 Ford that had a decent amount 
of miles on it, but we are looking forward to it serving this ministry for a long time. 

Back in February we ran into a guy in Florida that 
has a custom painting and hydro printing business. He took one of my old 
horns and did a sweet paint job on it. We have used it for several months in 
concerts, and everyone loves the look it has. Check out his website (hydro-
printservices.com).  If you need something done, give him a call. He is a great 
Christian guy and I would love to give him some extra business. 

We do most of our touring here in the states, but we were blessed to have 
the opportunity to go to Guatemala in June. We worked with our good friend Shane, who started an orphan-
age there. By God’s grace, he has been blessed with over 20 kids and a great facility. More importantly, Shane 
shows those kids God’s love. When we were there, we played all over the place. I approach every situation that 
I get in to, in a way that I want to “give” as much as I can to as many as I can. It is my job to minister to the people 
that I come in contact with. But in Guatemala, they blessed me in so many ways. Ten minutes after I was there, 
I was on the ground wrestling with some boys. A few days later, I was getting a hug from one of the sweetest 
little girls you have ever seen. It was truly a trip that God blessed in many ways. It is a week I will never forget. 
Please pray for Shane. He has been very blessed, but has many challenges ahead of him.

We have a lot going on right now.  Our schedule for the fall and winter are very busy. Please help us by praying 
for this ministry. Finances are always a challenge, and this year seems to be an extra hard one. Pray that God 
will take us places and let us do things for Him that we have never done before. Pray that He will continue to 
use us to do exactly what He wants. 

Thank you to all of you who keep up with us, who support us and pray for us. We wouldn’t be here without 
you help. 

This part of our newsletter is for those of you that would rather donate specific items to the ministry rather 
than monetary donations.  Our office is in constant need of supplies and we don’t always have the means to 
get them.  We have listed a few items below and would appreciate any help that you could give.  

Ink
-Replacements for HP Color Laser 2820 Ink, all 4 colors ($82 a piece)
-Replacements for HP 6940 Printer Ink #96 & 97 ($35 for the set)

Paper
-White Copy Paper (8 ½ x 11) 

Envelopes
-White Security pull-n-seal 4 ½ x 9 ½ ($10/box of 100)

If any of these items are something you can help us with, please call our office or email us for a current status 
of needs.  Thank you for your consideration.
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I truly love the Bible and hold all it says to heart. 
However, there are certainly some things it says that 
are easier to do than others – like being anxious. I 
am not one that gets stressed about many things. 
I have learned that a stressful life style does noth-
ing good for you. Sleepless nights, upset stomachs, 
strained relationships and so many more negative 
things come out when you’re stressed. I do get very 
anxious about certain things. They are things I want 
to have control of, and things I want to see done. 
Even when they are ministry things, I still have a 
hard time letting them go.

Philippians 4:6 says “Do not be anxious about any-
thing, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your request to God. And the 
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your heart and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

I was very blessed to go on a trip to Guatemala in 
June. I got to play in schools, parks, makeshift con-
cert halls, and even a gas station. It was amazing! A 
good friend of mine started an orphanage in Guate-
mala and invited me to come and play for his kids. I 
also was involved in a lot of outreach opportunities 
in his area. It was an incredible experience that I will 
never forget, and it changed my heart in many ways. 
The problem I had, and something that made me 
anxious, was wondering what was next for the kids. 
We played and ministered in several schools, and a 
lot of kids each day said a prayer to receive Christ as 
their Savior. But what’s next for them? 

When I play at schools here in the states, I know that 
the kids I’m playing for have the opportunity to get 
a good education and are basically able to do what-
ever they want with their lives. When kids here in 
the states say a prayer to accept Christ, they have 
tons of options to follow up with; a church, youth 

group, individuals, and small 
groups. I didn’t see those same 
opportunities for the kids in 
Guatemala. Most of the kids we 
played for will be working in the 
streets, selling things, begging, 
or doing hard labor jobs that 
barely pay enough for them to 
stay alive. And when you look at 
their options, there are very few 

opportunities available to help them further their 
walk with Christ after saying the prayer of salvation.  

My problem was simply looking at all of those kids 
and being VERY anxious because I wanted so much 
more for them than they had, and so much more for 
them than what I was giving them that day.

I was there sharing the greatest gift they could ever 
receive in Jesus Christ, so why wasn’t that enough 
for me?

I find myself getting anxious at some of my concerts 
too. I am blessed to travel to all different types of 
denominations and churches. But, I find myself get-
ting frustrated and anxious when I know that peo-
ple who receive Christ at some of the concerts won’t 
be followed up with the right way or followed up 
with at all. 

I’ve had a dream to start a separate ministry that 
would be for traveling ministries like ours.  It would 
be several people on the phone following up with 
people that make decisions to follow Christ at con-
certs. It could be a ministry that helps people to get 
hooked up in their own towns. Sort of like an active 
Angie’s list for churches and ministries.

I know that I shouldn’t be anxious when it comes to 
these things, but sometimes I can’t help but think 
that I should be doing more. 

1 Corinthians 12:27-31 helps me a lot it says “Now 
you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a 
part of it. And in the church God has appointed first 
of all the apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 
then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of 
healing, those able to help others, those with gifts 
of administration, and those speaking in different 
kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? 
Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have 
gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all in-
terpret? But eagerly desire the greater gifts.” 

Those verses tell me that no one individual has to 
be doing it all. We as a body of Christ all have dif-
ferent gifts, and we should all be using those gifts 
to spread the Gospel and God’s love. It’s really cool 
to read on after chapter 12 because chapter 13 in 
Corinthians talks about our actions being nothing 
without love. 

For me, that helps so much. God does everything 
for us out of love. God is love. He gave us His one 
and only Son to show us His love. We are to be like 
Christ in everyway we can, so I try to do everything 
I do in love. I have not been given the talents or re-
sources to do it all, so I have to rely on the body of 
Christ. I know I’m a little bit of a control freak, and 
maybe that is my problem - not the anxiousness. Ei-
ther way, God is still working on me, and I know He 
is still working on you too. 

What is in your life that you need to give up to God?  
Nothing is too big or small for Him. Proverbs 12:25 
says “An anxious heart weighs a man down.” I though 
my extra weight was from the junk I eat. I don’t want 
to be burdened or anxious about anything, I want to 
realize and know that Gods plan for the kids in Gua-
temala and the people at my concerts is so much 
greater than what I could do for them. I want to real-
ize and know that God has put other people in my 
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life, and in the lives of others, to do His work and 
know that He will complete that work in His time. 

In meeting with thousands of pastors through the 
years, it helps me realize that I am not the only one 
that struggles with wanting to do it all. It is not a 
pastor’s job to do everything in a church. I have seen 
many pastors burn out because they do it all. 

I grew up with a guy that could literally pick up 
any instrument and play it well. He made me sick. 
I have been given a talent to play the trumpet, and 
the trumpet only. I caught up with that guy a few 
months ago on Facebook.  He shared a story about 
himself and his band being stranded on the road, 
missing a show because none of them could fix their 
vehicle. I couldn’t help but think to myself, “I could 
have fixed it”.  It does not make me a better person 
to be able to fix a vehicle.  I mean, look at him, he 
can play any instrument, but it does show that we 
are alike in some ways, but very different too.

All of us who have accepted Christ as our Savior are 
part of the body of Christ and have other broth-
ers and sisters to help us through good times, bad 
times and even help us with the tasks that we have 
in life. I can play a horn, and give the Gospel at my 
concerts, but I can’t follow up with everyone, and I 
can’t help the hundreds of kids I saw in Guatemala 
with their future. But others can.

Maybe today, you need to find where you fit into 
the body of Christ. Maybe your talent or the need 
you fill will be at your church or in another country. I 
pray God will show it to you and begin a work in you 
to do it and do it in His love.          

Thanks for your time,
Chiz 
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SEPTEMBER
2  Faith Wesleyan Church, Orefield, PA
2  Country Meadows, Bethlehem, PA (Afternoon)
9  First Church of the Nazarene, Waynesburg, PA
12 T Crossroad Church, State Line, PA
15 T Rockwood Alliance Church, Rockwood, PA
16  Zion United Methodist Church, Sarver, PA
18-22  Grove City College, Grove City, PA
23  Grove Memorial United Methodist Church, Lewistown, PA
30  Cambridge First Church of the Nazarene, Cambridge, OH

OCTOBER
5  Lake Sore Health Care System, Irving, NY
6  Christ Chapel Wesleyan Church, Silver Creek, NY
7  Trinity Evangelical Free Church, Amhurst, OH
13     Piedmont Park 7 Day Adventist Church, Lincoln NE
15  Midland Youth Ministries, St Joseph, MO
16     Maysville Baptist, Maysville, MO
19 T Christ Bible Chapel, Nickerson, KS
20  North Central Kansas Teens For Christ, Concordia, KS
21  Trinity United Methodist Church, Concordia, KS
24  City Gate Community Church, Olive Branch, MS
28  The Open Door Church, Chambersburg, PA

NOVEMBER 
4  Cherry Tree Alliance Church, Uniontown, PA
9  Watts Memorial United Methodist Church, Belleville, PA
10  Immanuel Alliance Church, Mechanicsburg, PA
11  First Baptist Church, Mifflintown, PA
17  Stumptown Mennonite Church, Bird In Hand, PA
18  Real Life Wesleyan Church, Mechanicsville, MD (AM only)
18     Grace Fellowship Church, York, PA (PM only)
21  State College Assembly Of God/Salvation Army Dinner, PA

DECEMBER
2  Pricedale Union Church, Belle Vernon, PA
4  Piedmont Crossing, Thomasville, NC
7  Rincon United Methodist Church, Rincon, GA                   
8  Brooksville Wesleyan Church, Brooksville, FL
9  Oak Ridge Wesleyan Church, Largo, FL
12  Memorial Baptist Church, Johnstown, PA
14  Christian Church, Cogan Station, PA
15  Coalport First United Methodist Church, Coalport, PA
16  New Life Christian Church, Newtown, PA
19  Greenville Christian & Missionary Alliance Church, Greenville OH
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