
 

 

 
 

MINISTRY UPDATE 

 

I would like to apologize for being so delinquent in 

sending out this newsletter. I know some people believe 

that “no news is good news,” but I believe it is 

important to keep you all informed about the great 

things God is doing in this ministry.  

I am constantly amazed by all the ways God uses this 

ministry. Some things we have seen first hand, and 

other things we may never see or hear about. Our 

ministry may not be playing for thousands of people 

and filling up huge auditoriums at each concert, but that 

doesn’t matter to God. He uses all kinds of people and 

all sizes of ministries to accomplish His work.    

I am so excited to tell you that so far this year we have 

seen close to 700 people dedicate their lives to Christ 

through the doors God has opened for our ministry. I 

will admit that there have been some concerts where I 

wasn’t sure I was connecting with the audience. 

However, as I got closer to the invitation time of the 

concert, I would sometimes question if I should just play 

another song instead of sharing the Gospel. Ya know 

what? Those are the nights I’ve learned to just get out 

of the way and let God do what He needs to do. God is 

so much better at communicating to people than I am.  

As for everyday ministry life, I think we have come to 

the realization that finances will always be a struggle. 

Maybe some day, things will be easier. God has always 

provided, and we know He always will. But, a lot of 

time, He uses people like you to help keep this ministry 

running. We need that help now. 
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If you are able to help, you can do so in several ways. 

First and foremost, pray for us. Pray for travel 

protection, for good health, and for endurance. Pray 

that we will never get in the way of what God wants to 

do with us and through this ministry. 

Another way you can help is by donating to Chiz Rider 

Ministries. All donations are tax deductible, and receipts 

will be mailed to you.  

You can send an email to help encourage us from time 

to time. We always enjoy hearing from you and what 

God has been doing in your life.  

Finally, you can come out and see us at a show when we 
are in a town close to you. 

Check out our website for monthly updates, concert 

schedule, and much more. 

Chiz Rider Ministries 

110 Science Park Ct. 

State College, PA  16801 
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FAMILY MATTERS 

 

It’s been a while since my last Family Matters update, 

and I can tell you, a lot has happened since I last wrote. 

I will do my best to fill you in without writing a novel. J 

We kicked off the year by celebrating Chiz’s 40th 

birthday – yes – 40! We didn’t get to do a big party like I 

had hoped because Chiz had a “simple” knee surgery 

the day before his big day. When I say “simple,” I mean 

he ended up having a second (and talk of a 3rd) surgery 

because his knee decided it wanted to fill up with blood 

clots and cause an infection. After 3 month and lots of 

prayer, his knee finally caved and started to heal up 

nicely. We lost Chiz’s father in March due to a 5-year 

battle with cancer. Six weeks later, my grandmother 

passed away. Thankfully, my father-in-law and 

grandmother were both believers, and we are assured 

we will see them again one day in their new, heavenly 

bodies.  

As you can see, 2014 has already had its share of trials, 

but I can honestly say that the Lord has been right there 

with us each and every step of the way. I can also say 

that God has surrounded us with some pretty amazing 

people. We were so blessed by our friends and family 

that helped with the kids, cooked us meals, and covered 

us in prayer through each battle.   

Summer has not only brought more sunshine to Happy 

Valley, but it has also turned our home back into “The 

Rider Hotel.” (Maybe it’s more like “The Rider Bed and 

Breakfast.”) Between the kids having friends (a.k.a. “our 

adopted kids”) over and having our out-of-town friends 

staying with us, our house has been full. I say “full” 

because our home is full – it’s full of friends, full of 

stories that are told, full of games that are played, full 

of the relationships that are made, and full of many 

memories. When our home is full, our hearts are full. I 

can only hope that we bring as much joy to those who 

enter our home as they bring to our family. 

The kids have enjoyed the summer and don’t want to 

think that school will be starting again shortly. I really 

don’t want to think about that either. I love, love, love 

having my kids home.   

Kaitlin (17) is still working at Chick-fil-A (2 ½ years).  

When she’s not working, she’s been hanging with her 

friends, tubing, hiking, and making ice cream runs. She’s 

getting ready to start her senior year in high school! She 

is planning to go to school half of the day, and then go 

to work for the second half of the day to save money for 

college. 

 

 

Chase (15) just started his first year of marching band.  

(I sure hope he is a lot more coordinated than I am – 

otherwise there will be a lot of unhappy band members 

with a trumpet smacking them in the head. Ha-ha)  

Chase loves traveling with his dad and playing his horn 

for anyone that will listen.   
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Ryan (12) has been living summer to its fullest. He loves 

hanging with his twin best friends any chance he can 

get. (I always refer to them as the 3 Musketeers.) Ry has 

such a great imagination and has been using it to build 

Lego sets and drawing his own cartoons. He is quite a 

character himself.  

 

 

Brooke (8) has turned into a little fish this summer with 

all of the swimming she has been doing. It doesn’t 

matter how cold it is; she is in the pool. Brookie loves 

playing dress up, reading, and singing at the top of her 

lungs. I’m thinking she would be a great addition to the 

Drama Club at school when she’s old enough. 

 

 

Since the touring schedule was slower this summer, 

Chiz and I have been doing our best to get caught up in 

the office and savoring every moment that we can with 

the kids. We just made a quick trip to the beach and are 

hoping to pull off some fun day trips to the parks, or 

maybe go on a few hikes to see the PA waterfalls before 

school is back in session and the cold weather sets in. 

We’ll see what opportunities God places in front of us.   

Thank you for taking the time to read about the Rider 

Family. We ask that you would keep us and our ministry 

in your prayers as we follow where God leads us.  

Until I write again,  

~Kelli  
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Does it ever cross your mind that you are better than 

certain people? You may have thought “I would never 

have done that!” or “I would have never acted that 

way!” You may not admit to it, but I think we have all 

thought that way at one time or another. I especially 

feel that way when I read the Bible. I often read stories 

and then literally sit back and make fun of a particular 

person in the story. 

Take Samson for example. He was deceived three times 

by Delilah when he told her phony ways to take his 

strength away. The fourth time she asked, he was dumb 

enough to tell her the truth. Come on – really? I think 

Samson let the protein shakes go to his head if he 

couldn’t see what was really happening. What about 

the twelve disciples of Christ? Don’t you think half of 

their questions to Christ were not just dumb things to 

ask? 

It is so easy for us to sit back and criticize people after 

the things they have done. What if it was you in those 

situations? Samson may have been blinded by what 

Delilah was doing because he was in love. Kelli has tried 

for years to find out the secret to my vast intelligence, 

good looks, and super strength. I am an oak and have 

not cracked yet. Ha-ha. But seriously, I would tell Kelli 

anything she wanted to know because I love her, and 

I’m sure that was the case with Samson. 

What about the disciples? We look at the questions 

they asked Jesus and think “What the heck are you 

thinking?” or “Aren’t you paying attention?” It’s easy for 

us to criticize them because they didn’t know the whole 

story - they didn’t have access to the Bible stories like 

we do now. 

Were Samson and the disciples acting clueless, or 

should we give them the benefit of the doubt and chalk 

it up to circumstances? 

Most of you know that Kelli and I have been blessed 

with four great kids. I think they are the best kids in the 

world, but that’s just me. I wish I could say they are 

perfect, but they’re not. They argue with each other, lie 

once in a while, and sometimes don’t act their age. I’m 

pretty sure all of those traits came from Kelli’s side of 

the family, but that would mean that I am perfect. I’m 

not - not even close. 

Sometimes I read the Bible and think that the people 

are just acting like kids. Take Jonah for example. 

Everyone knows the story about Jonah and the whale. 

But there is a second part of the story that a lot of 

people don’t know about because it isn’t as cool as 

getting swallowed by a huge fish, and later being 

vomited up by that same fish. 

The second part of the story is that God told Jonah to go 

to Nineveh, and give them a message. (Jonah 3:4) 

“Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.” God 

wanted the Ninevites to know this because they had 

angered God due to the bad and evil ways they had 

been living their lives. God wanted them to know that 

He was going to destroy them. 

The story goes on from there to say how the Ninevites 

began to repent and do certain things to please God. 

Meanwhile, old Jonah set himself on top of a hill 

overlooking Nineveh to watch the show. He wanted to 

watch God destroy the city. Jonah was looking forward 

to this because he hated the Ninevites. (This is why he 

originally didn’t obey God’s message to go to Nineveh. 

He didn’t do God’s will in delivering the message, so he 

was swallowed by a whale.) When God saw the 

Ninevites turn from their evil ways and begin to 

acknowledge Him, He had compassion for them and did 

not bring destruction to the city like He warned through 

Jonah. 

So what happens then? End of the story, right? No, that 

dumb Jonah began to whine like a four year old. He got 

angry with God over His decision to not kill the 

Ninevites. Then, he argued with God. Really? How dumb 

can you be? Even though God knows what we are 

thinking, that boy should have kept his mouth shut. 

Now what about us? If someone wrote a story about us, 

would the people reading about us later not criticize the 

things we chose to do? I think it is so easy to look at 
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other people’s lives and be critical when we are doing 

things wrong every day of our lives. 

The Bible tells us in Matthew 7:3-5, “Why do you look at 

the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 

attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you 

say to your brother, “Let me take the speck out of your 

eye,” when all the time there is a plank in your own eye. 

You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, 

and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from 

your brother’s eye.” 

We are all just human. We all make mistakes in our 

lives. Hopefully, we learn from those mistakes and go 

on to teach our children not to make those same 

mistakes. I’m not perfect, and neither are you. We look 

at the people in the Bible and try to make sense of why 

they did certain things, and why they thought certain 

thoughts, but we are not that different. Those stories in 

the Bible and the people in those stories are there for 

us to learn from. Be careful not to be critical of a 

person’s past, present, or future because you may have 

a bigger fault with yourself than what you see in 

someone else. 

For me, this column has been a great reminder to look 

at other people’s lives - not in a critical way - but in a 

way that will help me grow as a husband, father, and as 

a Christian man. My wife definitely has the power to get 

information from me. I ask dumb question to people all 

the time. There have been many times in my life that I 

may have not directly argued with God, but I definitely 

didn’t do what He wanted me to. So really, I’m not any 

better of a person than Samson, Jonah, or anyone else 

that I’ve talked about. But maybe I can become a better 

person by looking at my own life before I look at the 

lives of others.    

A few years ago, someone got me a huge coffee mug 

that says, “I see dumb people.” It’s my favorite mug. It’s 

big and funny. But maybe I should look in the mirror 

some days. If it wasn’t for spell check, you all wouldn’t 

be able to read my columns. So who is the real dummy? 

I’m sure between myself and the people reading this 

column, we could come up with enough wood from all 

of our eyes to build a whole neighborhood of houses.    

I’m certainly not perfect, but I know someone who was.  

This man hung on a cross for all of the times in our lives 

we are dumb and distracted. He hung on a cross for 

times we argue with God and the times we fall. His 

name is Jesus Christ. 

Thanks for your time, 

Chiz 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE  

 

September 

 7  Mifflinburg United Methodist Church, 

Mifflinburg, PA 

 13  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Saxonburg, 

PA 

 14  Calvary Evangelical Baptist Church, 

Portsmouth, VA 

 19  Cypress Baptist Church, Boonville, IN 

 20  TTT Ministries, Evansville, IN 

 21  First Christian Church, Scottsburg, IN 

 26  Christian Health Care Ministries, 

Barberton, OH 

 27  New Destiny Treatment Center, 

Clinton, OH 

 28  Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Hudson, 

OH 

30  Grove City College, Grove City, PA 

October 

 1-4  Grove City College, Grove City, PA 

 5  McKeesport Alliance Church, 

McKeesport, PA 

 12  Loganton Wesleyan Church, Loganton, 

PA 

 15  Christ Chapel, Silver Creek, NY 

 16  Lake Shore Health Care, Irving, NY 

 18  Gumboro Wesleyan Church, Millsboro, 

DE 

 19  Holly Oak Calvary United Methodist 

Church, Wilmington, DE 

 20  Whitinsville Christian School, 

Whitinsville, MA 

 21  Torrington High School, Torrington, CT 

 22  Vernon Advent Christian Church, 

Vernon, VT 

 

 

November 

 8-9  Pennsville Baptist Church, Mt. 

Pleasant, PA 

 16  Brockway Alliance Church, Brockway, 

PA 

 23  First Baptist Church of Kettering, 

Dayton, OH 

 26  State College Assembly of God & 

Salvation Army Dinner, State College, 

PA 

December 

 3  Newville Church of God, Newville, PA 

 4  Country Meadows, Bethlehem, PA 

 5  The PA Western District of the 

Wesleyan Church, Clearfield, PA 

 6  Faith Wesleyan Church, Orefield, PA 

 7  State College Alliance Church, State 

College, PA 

 10  Gloversville Wesleyan Church, 

Gloversville, NY 

 12  Ogdensburg United Methodist Church, 

Ogdensburg, NY 

 14  Community Christian Fellowship 

Church, Carlisle, PA 

 17  Apollo Free Methodist Church, Apollo, 

PA 

 19  Yorkshire United Methodist Church, 

York, PA 

 20 T Cherry Tree Alliance Church, 

Uniontown, PA 

 21  Beech Creek Wesleyan Church, Beech 

Creek, PA 

 

 


